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Addendum
April, 2001

This technical development report contains information based on O*NET™ 98, a prototype
whose occupational classification system contains 1,122 occupational units (OUs) based
on the Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) classification system.

Since the writing of this report, the O*NET 3.0 database has been developed. The major
difference between this database and the O*NET 98 database is its compatibility with the
1998 Standard Occupational Classification (SOC) system.! By making O*NET 3.0
compatible with the SOC system, the O*NET 3.0 database now contains 974 O*NET-SOC
occupations (the term “occupational unit” is no longer used), which replace the 1,122
O*NET 98 OUs. The O*NET occupations now use the SOC coding system as the basis for
the O*NET-SOC occupational codes, instead of the former OES coding structure. These
changes account for any differences in codes and/or titles between this report and the
current O*NET-SOC structure. Please note that the U.S. Office of Management and
Budget has mandated that all federal agencies’ occupational classification systems be
compatible with the 1998 SOC system.

All O*NET 98 data have been converted to O*NET 3.0 data and verified.
O*NET 3.0 and O*NET OnLine, a Web-based application that allows users to view and use

the O*NET 3.0 database, can be accessed via the National Center for O*NET
Development’'s Web site, www.onetcenter.org .

! United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. (1999). Revising the Standard
Occupational Classification System. Washington, DC: Author.
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This document contains the profiles of nine ability scores and Job Zone assignments for
the 1,172 O*NET™ occupations.? The abilities are those measured by the Ability Profiler
(National Center for O*NET Development, 1999Db, c). The abilities and their designations
in the profiles are as follows:

V_EST: Verbal

S_EST: Spatial

P_EST: Form Perception
Q_EST: Clerical

K_EST: Motor Coordination
F_EST: Finger Dexterity
M_EST: Manual Dexterity
AR_EST: Arithmetic Reasoning
CM_EST: Computation.

During career exploration, client scores from the Ability Profiler are compared to these
occupation-specific ability profiles. Occupations with profiles that most closely correspond
to the client's score profile are identified on the Ability Profiler Score Report (National
Center for O*NET Development, 1999a) as the most promising occupations to explore.

Each occupation is assigned to one of five Job Zones—groups of occupations that require
similar amounts of vocational preparation. Job Zone 1 requires the least vocational
preparation; Job Zone 5 requires the most vocational preparation.

The ability profiles contained herein derive from two primary data sources: (a) General
Aptitude Test Battery (GATB) scores from the GATB validity database and (b) occupational
information from the Dictionary of Occupational Titles (U.S. Department of Labor, 1991).
For more information about Job Zones and the technical underpinnings of the development
of the ability profiles for the O*NET occupations, refer to Volume | of this report. More
information regarding the means by which client and occupational unit (OU) profiles are
judged to be similar to one another may be found in Linking Client Assessment Profiles to
O*NET Occupational Profiles (McCloy, Campbell, Oswald, Lewis, & Rivkin, 1999).
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